To The Livery Companies of the City of London
1 February 2019
Dear Liveryman,
It takes quite something to get a BEAR out of hibernation, but when Chris asked me to chair his election
campaign, it was my honour and privilege to accept. It is not often that such an excellent candidate, ticking all
the boxes, puts their hat in the ring.
The Role of Sheriff has become increasingly important over recent years. Long past are the days when the Shire
Reeves, one of the oldest appointments of the Monarch, collected the King’s taxes and administered the King’s
justice. Nowadays both Sheriffs not only support the Lord Mayor and look after the Old Bailey, but are also
expected to be credible ambassadors in their own right. They do the heavy lifting, promoting the Global City
here and abroad, especially when the emphasis will be on our place in a new world order, Post-Brexit, often
standing in for the Lord Mayor on their own.
This requires a range of skills and experience that are now common to both Aldermanic and non-Aldermanic
Sheriffs.
In essence they fall into five categories, all of which Chris has in spades:
1. A strong business CV – being at the top of one’s career.
2. Excellent first hand knowledge of the financial and business City.
3. The gravitas to be an ambassador for the City.
4. Strong commitment to the Livery and respect of Corporation members and officers.
5. Support from their family home team.
How lucky are we to be in a position to elect a candidate such as Chris, who has the right balance of empathy,
understanding, political nous and knowledge to enable Mansion House, Old Bailey, Corporation, Livery and
Stake Holders to combine as ONE TEAM, in these challenging times.
And what momentum has built up since Common Hall, which can only be attributed to the strength of his
candidature. Over 750 registered supporters representing all 110 Livery Companies, including at the last count
38 Masters, 233 Past Masters and 17 former Sheriffs including 6 former Lord Mayors!
And as an added bonus, Chris has an excellent working relationship with the preferred Aldermanic Shrieval
candidate, Michael Mainelli, the current Lord Mayor Peter Estlin and the ‘Senior Alderman Below the Chair”
William Russell. What a combined team they would make!
May I encourage you to visit Chris’s website and sign up to support him www.chrishayward.city and to vote for
Chris and Alderman Michael Mainelli on Monday June 24th.
With all best wishes.

Sir Michael Bear
Campaign Chair
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